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L CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the following listing: 

L (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing a pricing hint during an on-line 
sale offering to a first computer connected to a network comprising: 

a second computer connected to the network; 

a database in the memory of the second computer; 

a program in the memory of the second computer for causing the first computer* 
responsive toa user selecting the database, lo sear ch the database, to identity a pricing hint, and 
to display the pricing hint. 

2. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program determines 
the pricing hint based on historical data bv accessing the database to identify a historical price 
paid at an earlier date for a pr oduct matching the online sale offering, and to disp la y the 
histQrial. p_rice on the first computer as the pricing hint 

3. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program determines 
the pricing hint based on ^current pftee gprice bv accessing the database to identify a price at 
which the on-line sale offering is currentl y being publicly offered for sale, and displayi ng the 
currently offered price o n the first computer as the pricing hint . 
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4. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 1 wherein the program provides 
the pricing hint based on ^market value by accessing the database to identify a given number of 
similar p roducts, to calculate the market value based on the given number of similar products, 
and to display the market value on the first computer . 

5* (currently amended) A method for providing a pricing hint during an on-line auction 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting an item on which to bid; 

invoking a bid advisor program; 

selecting a type of bid assistance; and 

responsive to sele cting the type of bid assistance, searching a database. 
determining a pricing hint based on the type of bid assistance selected , and displaying the pric ing 
hint. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of placing a bid. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting a bid assistant. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon historical pricing bv accessing rte Hatab ^ to identify a historical p rice 
gajljtt a^i curlier date f or a product matching the online sale offering and to display the 
historical price on the fir st computer as the p ricing hint 
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9. (currently amended) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon ajnarket value by accessing the database to identify a given number of 
similar products, to calculate the market value based on the given number of similar products. 
a nd to display the market value on the first computer . 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 5 farther comprising the step of selecting bid 
assistance based upon ^current offering bv accessing the database to identify a currently offered 
price at which the on-li ne sale offering is currently being publicly offered for sale, and displaying 
the currently offered price on the first compiiter as the pricing hint . 

11. (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing pricing hints during an on- 
line auction comprising: 

programmable hardware comprising: 

a server computer; 
a client computer; 
a database; 

a network connecting the server computer, the client computer, and the data base; and 
a bid advisor program installed on said server computer that, responsive to a user 
s electing the database, causes the server computer to search the database, and : 



wftefe*fl4 he bid advi s or prog r am cause s causes the client computer to display the pricing hint; 



wherein th e dflatasg is selected from a group consisting of: a historical price database. 
current price datahase 1 and a market value database; 
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wherein th e historical pricing database contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched 
bv the programmable apparatus so that a historical price paid at an earlier date for a product- 
matching the online sale offering can be identified and displayed on a user's computer as the 
prici ng hint: 

wherein the current price da t abase contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched bv 
the programmable apparatus so that a price at which the on-line sale offering is currently being 
publicly o ffered for salc_can be identified and displayed on a user's computer as the pricing hint: 
and 

wherein the ma rket value duta base contains a plurality of data adapted to be searched bv 
the programmable a pparatus sojhat a given number of similar products can be identified^ 
market value calculate d based on the given number of similar products, and the market value 
displayed on a user s computer as the pricing hint . 

12. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 11 farther comprising an-a 
historical pricing program installed on said server compute r that accesses the historical p rice 
database to identify the historical price . 

13. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 11 further comprising a current 
price pricing program installed on said server compute r that accesses the current p rice dataware 
to identify Ihe current p rice. 

14. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 11 further comprising a market 
value pricing program installed on said server compute r, that accesses the market value datab ase 
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l aJdentify the given number of similar produc t s and to calculate the market value based on the 
gi ven number of similar products . 

15. canceled 

16. canceled, 

17. canceled. 

18. canceled. 

19. canceled. 

20. canceled. 

21. (currently amended) A computer readable memory for causing a computer to provide a 
pricing hint during an on-line auction comprising; 

a computer readable storage medium.; 

a market value data base, a historical price d atabase, and a current price database accessible 
to said computer; 

a market value computer program^h istorical price program, and a current price pro pram 
stored in said storage medium; 

wherein the storage medium, so configured by said computer program, causes the 

computer to display the pricing bin t based on a sdeetinn bv a user of the historical p ric* 
database, the current pn ee database, or the market value database: 

wherem the historical pricing database contains * plu rality of data adapted to be searched 
by the p^gr Myimble^ apparatus so that a historicaL price paid a t an ea rlier date for a p mrfurt 
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mMdimg _ihe online sale offering can be identified and displayed on a user's computer as the 
pricing hint; 

wherein Ihe c urrent price database contains a plurality of data adapted to.be searched by 
tae_QLQKtr arnrnable appa r atus so that a price at which the on-line sale offering is currently being 
publicly offered for sale can b e identified and displayed on a user's computer as the pricing hint; 

and 

wherein the market value dat a base contains a plurality of data adapted to be searchedbv 
the programmable apparatus so that a given number of similar products can be identified, a 
market value calculated based on the given number of similar products^ and the market value 
displayed on a user's computer as the pricing hint . 

22. canceled. 

23. canceled. 

24. canceled. 
25* canceled. 

26. canceled. 

27. canceled. 

28. canceled. 

29. (currently amended) A programmable apparatus for providing pricing hints during an on-line 
auction comprising: 

programmable hardware comprising; 

a server computer; 
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a client computer; 

a database containing a plurality of historical data, a plurality of current offering 
data, and a pl urality of market value data located in a memory of the server computer; 

a web browser program installed on said client computer; 

a bid advisor program installed on said client computer; and 

a network connecting the server computer, the client computer, and the data base; 

wherein the bid advisor program causes the pricing hint to be displayed on said client 

computer; 

whe rein the plurality of historical data is adap ted to be searched bv the bid advisor 
program so that a historical pric e paid for a product matching the online sale offering can be 
identified as the pricing hint^ 

where in the plurality of current price data is adapted to be searched bv the bid advisor 
program so that a pric e at which the on-line sale offerin g is currently being publicly offered for 
sale can be identified as the pricing hint: and 

wherein the plurality of market value data is adapted to be searched bv the bid advisor 
program so that a given number of similar produ cts can be identified a market value calculated 
based on the given nu mber of simila r products, and the market value identified as the pricinp 
hint . 

30. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises an - s e arch ^ historical price program. 
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31. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises a i*e»f?ekhcurrent price program. 

32. (currently amended) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor 
program further comprises a e ompt i to -market value program. 

33* (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
an historical pricing data base, 

34. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
a current price data base. 

35. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the data base further comprises 
a market value data base. 

36. (original) The programmable apparatus of claim 29 wherein the bid advisor program is 
included within the web browser program. 
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